
Before the

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

Washington, D.C. 20554

In the Matter of 




)








)

Petition for Rulemaking to Amend


)
RM-11527
The Land Mobile-TV Sharing Rules


)

On the 470-512 MHz Bands



)

COMMENTS 

OF THE

LAND MOBILE COMMUNICATIONS COUNCIL

The Land Mobile Communications Council (LMCC), pursuant to Section 1.415 of the Commission’s Rules, 47 C.F.R. § 1.1415, hereby respectfully submits its Comments in the above-captioned proceeding.

I. 
 INTRODUCTION


LMCC is a non-profit association of organizations representing virtually all users of land mobile radio systems, providers of land mobile services, and manufacturers of land mobile radio equipment.  LMCC acts with the consensus, and on behalf, of the vast majority of public safety, business, industrial, transportation and private commercial radio users, as well as a diversity of land mobile service providers and equipment manufacturers. Membership includes the following organizations:


●
American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO)


●
American Automobile Association (AAA)


●
American Petroleum Institute (API)


●
Association of American Railroads (AAR)


●
Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies (AFWA)


●
Association of Public-Safety Communications Officials-International, Inc. (APCO)


●
Aviation Spectrum Resources, Inc. (ASRI)


●
Central Station Alarm Association (CSAA)


●
Enterprise Wireless Alliance (EWA)


●
Forest Industries Telecommunications (FIT)


●
Forestry-Conservation Communications Association (FCCA)


●
Intelligent Transportation Society of America, Inc. (ITSA)


●
International Association of Fire Chiefs (IAFC)


●
International Municipal Signal Association (IMSA)


●
MRFAC, Inc. (MRFAC)


●
National Association of State Foresters (NASF)


●
PCIA – The Wireless Infrastructure Association (PCIA)


●
Telecommunications Industry Association (TIA)


●
Utilities Telecom Council (UTC)

II. DISCUSSION


The LMCC applauds NPSTC for taking the lead in suggesting rule changes for the 470 – 512 MHz band.  The rules have certainly not kept pace with the dramatic changes in television broadcast technology.  This petition for rulemaking provides a vehicle for conforming Part 90 rules with changes in Part 73 and 74 rules.  The LMCC fully supports the NPSTC petition, including expansion of the licensing area from 50 miles to 80 miles around the listed cities, and offers only four suggestions, as described below.


1.  The LMCC believes that there is a mistake in the rules adopted for 700 MHz public safety operations.  For example, Section 90.545 makes reference to contours using the following units “dBmV/m.”  This was carried through to the NPSTC petition.  The LMCC believes that the correct units should be “dBµV/m.”  The reference to field strength contours is intended to be decibels above one microvolt per meter as described in Section 73.622 and 73.683 of the Rules.   Further the R-6602 propagation curves are defined with reference to a field strength of one microvolt per meter, as shown in Section 73.699 of the Commission’s Rules.  The proper units abbreviation is “dBµV/m.”  Although this is a minor error and most knowledgeable readers would know what is meant, LMCC suggests that the proposed rules adopt the correct units abbreviation and that the Commission amend Section 90.545 on its own motion.

2.  The LMCC has filed comments with the FCC regarding revisions to the centralized trunking rules, Section 90.187.
  Currently, Section 90.187(b)(1) of the Rules permits applicants in the 470 – 512 MHz band to employ centralized trunking technology by merely meeting the loading requirements of Section 90.313.  This means that centralized trunked stations can be as close as 64 km without regard to contour overlap and interference considerations.  The LMCC recommended that the rules be amended to require contour overlap protection in the 470 – 512 MHz band, like that required in the 150 – 174 MHz and 450 – 470 MHz bands.  This will be consistent with a central tenet of centralized trunking systems, which are permitted to operate without the need to monitor for co-channel transmissions, and thereby help prevent interference to other trunked and non-trunked systems in the area.  LMCC urges the FCC to consider the recommended changes to Section 90.187 concurrently with the proposals made by NPSTC.

3.  Pursuant to the Second Report and Order in PR Docket 92-235, the FCC directed the certified frequency coordinating committees to develop procedures to protect incumbent 20.0 kHz bandwidth stations operating on 25.0 kHz bandwidth channels from proposed 11.2 kHz bandwidth stations operating on 12.5 kHz bandwidth channels that are offset from 25.0 kHz bandwidth channels by 12.5 kHz.  The frequency coordinators concurred on the use of the TIA 8.8 interference procedures and so notified the FCC by letter.
  That procedure has been in place for nearly 12 years, however, required use of the procedure was never incorporated into the 470 – 512 MHz rules.  LMCC suggests that the new rules specifically require use of TIA 8.8 (now TSB-88) for coordination of 12.5 kHz bandwidth stations from 25.0 kHz bandwidth stations offset by 12.5 kHz.  

4.  There is one aspect of the NPSTC Petition that the LMCC recommends be modified somewhat.  NPSTC suggested that public safety entities be given access to the first 300 kHz of each available broadcast channel without the need for waivers.  This segment of most channels has been set aside for common carrier operations under Part 22 of the Rules.  LMCC urges the Commission not to reserve unused frequencies within the broadcast channels for public safety use only, but to make them available to any applicant eligible for licensing under Sections 90.20 and 90.35 of the Rules.
  It is evident  that wireless common carriers have made only very limited use of the 470 – 512 MHz band and, instead, are providing service on the substantial amounts of cellular, PCS and other CMRS allocations that have been made available for their use in the past several decades.    Incumbent Part 22 licensees can be protected as they are today in accordance with applicable Part 22 interference  protection standards, making this valuable spectrum available for all private land mobile use. 
III. CONCLUSION

The LMCC urges the Commission to move quickly on the NPSTC Petition, as modified by the above suggestions.  The current rules have been overtaken by technology and need to be updated since they do not reflect technically appropriate protection criteria for DTV broadcast stations.  By adopting rules that incorporate updated technical standards, land mobile use can be expanded with no negative impact on Part 22, Part 73, or Part 74 operations.  
Respectfully submitted,
By:
  /s/   Al Ittner   


Al Ittner


President

Land Mobile Communications Council

8484 Westpark Drive, Suite 630
McLean, VA 22102

703-528-5115
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� See, letter from Al Ittner, President, LMCC, to Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary, Federal Communications Commission, dated March 13, 2009.


� See, letter from Larry A. Miller, President LMCC, to Daniel B. Phythyon, Acting Chief, Wireless Telecommunications Bureau, dated September 10, 1997.


� The FCC already has broadened Part 22 eligibility in the context of the one-way and two-way paging allocations authorized under Section 22.501 et seq.





